Mining Tools of the 1850's.
Miners used many different methods to extract gold from the ground. Some methods used basic tools, while others required the use of quite complex machines. Below are pictures and descriptions of some different mining tools. 
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Gold Panning
Gold panning was probably the simplest form of gold mining in the 1850's, and today. All that _______ needed was the basic pan like the one pictured. The pans were usually a common metal like tin or _________, and were fairly deep. Miners used the pan to scoop gravel out of a creek or river. They would _________ swirl the gravel in water in the pan to wash away dirt and stones until only the gold, which _________ heavier, remained.

Puddling Tubs
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Puddling tubs were larger versions of the panning method. The tub was usually a _________ round barrel made from wood or metal, but it needed to be watertight. Dirt and clay were added to the tub with water, the miner would then stir or 'puddle' the tub, removing the clay and dirt as needed. ______ lucky, the digger would find gold at the bottom.

The Cradle
The Cradle was used in conjunction with the Puddling Tub. The gravel or clay wash was taken out of the tub and placed in the cradle. The _________ was a large trough with another smaller box on top. This smaller box's bottom was covered with holes for the clay and fine gravel to fall through. The gravel and clay would be placed in the box, while the _________ 'rocked' the cradle side to side using the handle. Water would be poured over this gravel simultaneously, allowing the ________ and gravel to fall through and wash away. The gold would be caught in trifles that were placed along __________ the smaller box. Cradles were made of strong wood.
[image: image3.png]


Sluicing
Pictured above is a modern looking sluice, however the models used last century, looked quite similar and were usually made from wood. The sluice box was a series __________ troughs that ran downward. Dirt and gravel would be placed at the top, while pressured water would be forced __________ the trough. The excess dirt would wash down the trough, while the heavier gold would be caught in the _________ of the sluice. (The riffles are the horizontal beams running across the trough).
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Find out about these other mining tools and methods – 

whim
flume
Chilean mill
alluvial mine
puddling machine
windlass
windsail
