Environmental Devastation on the Diggings

(1)___________ most accounts of the frenetic Gold Rush days are portrayed in a positive light, there is one area in which the (2)___________ of gold played a most destructive role – its impact on the Australian environment. 
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The (3)___________ rush brought huge environmental changes in the Australian landscape in a relatively small amount of time. Features of the (4)___________ millions of years in the making were all but decimated in just a few decades. Prior to the 1850’s the Indigenous communities had lived in (5)___________ with the land for centuries, and since European settlement had only been minorly (6)___________. For the first time in the continent’s history, the advent of the gold rush disrupted and rapidly destroyed ecosystems, (7)___________ put mounting pressure on the native flora and fauna. 

For the most part, Australia was a place to (8)___________, reap the harvest and ignore the consequences, so few bothered to make observations about the environmental (9)___________. Newcomers were far too (10)___________ with the race for gold to entertain any thoughts that they may be having a negative impact on the landscape. William Howitt was one of the few to realise "...we diggers are (11)___________ destructive of the picturesque". 

As the Australian population boomed from 1851 onwards – more than 600,000 immigrants arrived in Australia (12)___________ 1851-60, many of whom headed for Victoria, boosting it’s population from 30,000 to 540,000 by 1861 – many environmental problems arose – soil erosion, salinity, water quality decline, growth of noxious weeds and extinction of native animals, (13)___________ to name a few.

On the other hand, new townships built on gold sprung up throughout the country, cities like Melbourne flourished – adorned with (14)___________ designed English-style buildings and gardens. Eventually the agricultural industry took off, spurred by the population growth and the resulting (15)___________ for fresh produce. The subsequent intense expansion of the agricultural industry further changed the landscape out of all recognition. 

Writes Geoffrey Blainey, "What we see today as blatant misappropriation of our countries natural riches, settlers at the time saw as (16)___________, a path to a new cultured, civilised nation. Undoubtedly the gold rush provoked intensive alteration of the Australian environment and massive ecological upheaval, but it also brought 19th (17)___________ urban culture to the Southern Hemisphere and was the protagonist in moulding Australia into the place it is (18)___________. 
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